A Day Without A Tree

By Yeo Chee Kiong (Singapore) 2007

Singapore sculptor Yeo Chee Kiong’s installation transforms the
brick and plaster columns of the Museum’s rotunda into a living
body experiencing the ravages of climate change. In a world without
trees, global warming has melted the solid forms of this building into
a white fluid. The reality of global climate change has taken a long
time to enter broad public consciousness and is still being debated
today. Likewise, this installation also works through its exploitation
of the slowness of human perception in detecting certain types of
change. When one encounters the work, one first sees the huge
‘spill’ on the floor. It may take longer to notice the deformations
and alterations in the columns surrounding the ‘spill’. In a cheeky

comment on the futility of human ambition in the face of nature, the
melting has even affected the historical plaques commemorating
the development of the museum. The most subtle alterations are
the silhouette water features surrounding the ‘spill’. In comparison
to the melting effects, they are almost hidden and have to be
discovered by the visitor. The melted liquids are also found at the
second level of the rotunda.

‘A Day without a Tree’ is the first installation under the National
Museum’s Art On-Site programme. Under this programme, the
Museum invites artists to create installations that exploit the site
specific qualities of its public spaces. Artists are encouraged
to develop work that alters one’s perception of the Museum
environment.

Yeo Chee Kiong is a professional sculptor who has been practicing
both traditional figurative sculpture and contemporary 3-D artwork
for more than ten years. His research interest is on the ambiguous
relation between object and space in the practice of contemporary
visual art. A recent recipient of the prestigious Young Artist
Award from the National Arts Council of Singapore in 2006, Yeo’s
achievements included receiving the Grand Prize in the 2nd CDL
Singapore Sculpture Award in 2005 and several scholarships during
his studies at the Glasgow School of Art, Scotland. Yeo holds a
Master of Fine Arts Degree from the Glasgow School of Art and is
currently the President of the Sculpture Society (Singapore) 2005
— 2009. He has extensive teaching experiences in both traditional
and contemporary sculpture practice, and is currently teaching
part-time at the Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts in sculpture, and

an adjunct lecturer at the Ngee Ann Polytechnic (Drawing) and
Temasek Polytechnic (Sculpture).
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AR ﬂ Under the ART-ON-SITE programme, artists are invited to exploit the site specific quantities of its public spaces.
ON-SITE Artists are encouraged to develop work that alters visitor perceptions of the Museum environment.
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